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| Backs 
X Nations 
Battle 


pronto United Empire Loy- 

told Six Nations Indian 

le sentatives last month they 
ld support the demands of 
Indians for the recognition 
heir treaty rights. The Loy- 
s reminded the delegates 
» had been allies since the 
jlutionary war. 
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‘ e display of loyalty and 
3 niship was accepted by 
ef Joseph Logan, 53, one of 
chief's who fought for In- 
n rights before the British 
jiament in 1931, and secre- 
yof the new Indian Nation, 
ur Anderson, 71. 





t would be a tragedy if our 
5 adian government failed to 
something to meet the 
es of the people of the Six 
ions.” said Malcolm Mont- 
nery, counsel to the Indians. 
r people want to return to 
old system of rule by heredi- 
y chiefs,’ said Mr. Anderson. 
MI. 528) 


he leaders of the Six Nations 
ians are dedicated men who 
ye the full support of The 
ive Voice. The hereditary 
pfs and their supporters have 
pd on behalf of all Indians in 
ending their rights. 
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THIS FAMOUS GROUP of men went to Ottawa in 1915 representing the Inte rior 


en ee 





Tribes of B.C. to seek -satisfaction of claims to their land rights in British Columbia. 
They were members of the Allied Tribes -who: continued their fight over many years 
until the late 1920’s. BACK ROW, from the left, are Chief Eli Laroo, Kamloops, Chief 
Jchnnie Tedlaneetza, Spences Bridge, Mr. John Tait, friend and adviser of the Indi- 
ans, Lytton, Chief Thomas Adolph, Lillooet, and Chief William Pascal, Pemberton In- 
dian Reserve, Mount Curry, who is now a vice-president of the Native Brotherhood 
for. his:.area.__He-has-spentsmany years acting on behalf of his people. FRONT ROW, 
from left, Chief James Petasket, Lillooet, Chief Johnny Chelaheetsa, Nicola, Chief 
John David, Tobacco Plains, and Chief Basil David, Bonaparte, British Columbia. 


Backeround . 
To ‘Bloodless 
Revolution’ 


By PETER WHELAN 
Brantford Expositor 


The strong new interest of a 
younger gencration in running 
the Six Nations reserve has 
swung the balance of, power. 

For 35 years the traditional 
hereditary council has _ been 
feuding with the new elected 
system, trying to regain their 
positions. 

But until now it has been the 
older men whdj supported the 
old Iroquois traditions. Slow in 
decision, slow to action, they 
have probed and pushed laws 
and authorities looking for weak 
points. 

The elected council, too, has 
comprised older men, cautious 
in action. The third party to 
affairs, the federal government 
is also\gtow to move, in the red 
tape tratlition of government. 

The! arrival of younger and 

hotter blood pdints to a speed- 

up—and possibly a decision in 
the running fight. 

No situation on the reserva- 
tion has compared with today 
since the day in 1924 when the 
then-Indian superintendent read 
the Riot Act on the steps of the 


old stone council house at 
Ohsweken with a revolver in his 
pocket. 


That was the day the heredi- 
tary system was ousted from 
government. 

It was done from above. The 
federal government had decided 


(Continued on Page 2) 
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. NATOR JAS. GLADSTONE 
In The Toronto Star 
and submitted to The Native 


ice by Our Eastern Associate 
Editor, Big White Owl 


My brothers of the Six Na- 
ns are in trouble. I went 
their reserve yesterday to 


m what troubles them. 
found them resentful of and 
vildered by the treatment 
yve received, so suspicious 
strangers as to be unwilling 
first to talk even to me. I 
€ from Ottawa. I _ had 
uble persuading them that I, 
, Was an Indian. 
t was hard to persuade my- 
i that this was the same re- 
vation I visited, for the first 
be, last June. Then I was the 
St of the elected council and 
occasion was a colorful pa- 
Ant, a re-enactment on the 
odlit Grand river of the com- 
+ together of the Six Nations, 
| turies ago, at a spot near the 
PF of the present leng house. 
Was there to help them cele- 
ie that historic, happy event. 


‘1D OUT ABOUT BATTLE 

esterday I returned to find 
t about the battle between the 
tted council and the heredi- 
VY chiefs that has divided the 















r Admiration 
reps Growing 


Senator James Gladstone, Can 
i first and only Indian Sena- 
15 a friend of many years for 
bom our admiration grows with 
ry neu occasion we see him in 
"on. We have met him in out. 
the-way reservations in BC and 
as become a real symbol of his 
ble’s efforts for justice. Since 
oming Senator, he has travelled 
' North America to enquire 
0 the needs. and wants of bis 
ble. He is a true and sincere 
Nive Canadian. 
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Brothers Right to be Angry 


people of a confederacy that 
once ruled most of the Atlantic 
seaboard and eastern North 
America. Why, I wanted to 
know, had the chiefs tried to 
oust the elected council? 


Down a narrow road, rutted 
by winter weather and the In- 
dians’ ancient cars, I was di- 
rected to the one-room house of 
Chief Joe Logan, Sr. The chief’s 
grandson, Willie Logan, himself 
the son of a chief,-took me in- 
side. The chief spoke only the 
language of the Onandagas. He 
could not understand my Black- 
foot tongue any easier than Eng- 
lish. 


LANGUAGE !S BARRIER 


This dramatic fact of Indian 
life keeps us forever disunited 
— we cannot understand the 
tongue of our neighbor on the 
next reservation. Some 70 total- 
ly different Indian languages 
keep us out of communication 
with each other. Six different 
tongues complicate communal 
life for the Six Nations. Most 
of us have forgotten the sign 
language that was universal only 
a couple of generations ago. 


Chief Logan’s grandchildren, 
four beautiful girls .and five 
strapping youths, translated for 
him and for his daughter, Carrie 
Hill. 

Everyone, including myself, 
smoked cigarets furiously as the 
three generations told me their 
grievances. The atmosphere of 
the tiny room grew thick. 


The group grew. Friends ar- 
rived—Harry Burning and his 
wife, and Lawrence Nanticoke, 
his forehead still taped, his 
fingers bruised from last Fri- 
day’s early-morning fracas with 
the RCMP. Mrs. Hill’s daughter, 
18-year-old Alice, had a black 
eye from the same source. Her 
two sisters showed me deep 
scratches on their arms. 

But it was Mrs. Joe Logan, Jr., 
wife of the rebel chief's leader, 
who brought the company’s 


complaints into focus. When 
she arrived, the packed room 
became hushed so that I might 
hear her. 

After five hours of listening 
and talking to her and to other 
avowed enemies of the Six Na- 
tions elected council, I con- 
cluded that their grievances are 
real and deep. 


IGNORANT OF 
OWN AFFAIRS 

What impressed — and _ sad- 
dened — me most was their ig- 
norance of their own affairs. If 
the elected council which the 
federal government ordered in 
1924 had ever learned to func- 
tion properly, the Indians of the 
Six Nations would not be in 
trouble now. 

But the council, it seems, is 
not acquainted with the first 
step in democratic procedure, 
which is to keep the electorate 
informed. Instead, much of the 
business of the Six Nations Con- 








SEN. JAMES GLADSTONE 
. «+ he saw for himself. 


federacy has been shrouded in 
secrecy. 

I was told that only a small 
favored few knew what went on 
in the meeting house in the vil- 
lage. When the road through 
the reservation was being wid- 
ened, most of the Indians learn- 
ed about it only when the first 
trees were being chopped down 
from in front of their homes. 

They still don’t know why the 
road was widened. 


PUZZLED ABOUT $25 


Neither do they understand 
why the $25 allowance paid 
three times a year to school 


children was cut off when school 
buses were started. I promised 
to ask in Ottawa. 

They say they must pay now 
for medical and hospital treat- 
ment to the Ontario govern- 
ment. I promised to find out 
about that, too. 

Why aren't these matters ex- 
plained and discussed at open 
mectings of the elected council? 

If the council does not under- 
stand its responsibilities. why 
has it not been helped to learn 
by the Indian affairs branch? 
DIDN’T GET ANSWERS 

Yet when representatives of 
the Indian affairs branch of the 
department of citizenship and 
immigration recently visited the 
reservation to investigate re- 


hellion, they could not — or 
wouid not answer the ques- 
tions that were troubling so 
many of the Indians. 


Instead, I was told, they 
“nassed the buck by saying they 
were only civil servants who 
could not answer for the de- 
partment.” 

At that meeting, the federal 
government had an opportunity 
to reconcile the two factions’ 
differences... The RCMP’s visit 
would have been unnecessary. 

How much provocation the 
Indians gave the RCMP I can- 
not say. But I saw the scars re- 
ceived from the police by four 


women and two men. They were 
beaten. 


KNOCKED DOWN 
NINE TIMES 


Lawrence Nanticoke told me 
that. he was knocked to the floor 
nine times. After the raid, I 
was told. the houses of three 
Indians were invaded by RCMP 
officers who had no warrant for 
such an invasion. 

It will take a long time— 
longer than it takes black eyes 
and wrenched fingers to mend 
—for the Indians’ bitterness to- 
ward the RCMP to subside. 

Their hostility toward the 
elected council and the RCMP 
is now focussed on the federal 
government. Harry Burney 
said: “The Indian act is our ball 
and chain.” 

When I asked Mrs. Logan 
whether she believed that the 
long-term solution to our prob- 
lems was to have our own elect- 
ed representatives in Ottawa, 
she shock her head violently. 

“We will never deal with Ot- 
tawa,” she said 
DELEGATION TO OTTAWA 


Yet before I left. she told me 
that her husband and other 
hereditary chiefs were meeting 
that night to plan their case for 
presentation to the minister of 
citizenship and immigration, 
Hon. Ellen Fairclough. A dele- 
gation of four was scheduled to 
arrive in Ottawa today. 

That seems to me to be an en- 
couraging sign Perhaps’ the 
federal department will come to 
understand that the Six Nations 
Indians have good cause for dis- 
satisfaction with their council. 
Only 700 of the 2.500 eligible 
voters even troubled to turn out 
for the last council election. 

They have a right, too, to re- 
sent the steady chipping away 
at their chiefs’ authority. Why 
should not an Indian chief be 
allowed to perform a marriage 
ceremony? Mormon mission- 





(Continued on Page 4) 
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Let Him Who is Without 
Sin Cast the First Stone 


HE whites have, however unjustly, crowned themselves as the 
originators of democracy. We stand before the United Na- 
ions pleading for help and justice to smal] nations. 

We have created a masterpiece in the Declaration of Human 
Rights—a document containing beautiful, high-sounding sentiments. 

Such things have made us proud to be Canadians. But today, 
it seems that democracy is taking the same shape as the policies 
»f those unlamented persons who described treaties as “scraps of 
daper.” 

P The United States and Canada had better show more than 
official endorsements and pretty words right here at home in pro- 
tecting the rights of the little people—the coloured people, and the 
irst inhabitants of North America, our Native Indians. 

To quote an old Indian saying, we whites have been speaking 
with a forked tongue, or to paraphrase it in today’s words, we’ve 
yeen talking out of both sides of our mouths. 

If we tear away the dazzling curtain of democracy, we too 
often find exposed the serpent of hypocrisy. We are seeing some 
xf our great freedoms being usurped and all in defence of the 
very things they represent. 

It may seem old-fashioned but we favor a sincere return to 
-he simple teachings, the great expression, of the Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, Which art in Heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy Name ‘ 

Thy Kingdom come 

Thy Will be done on earth 

As it is in Heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our trespasses 

As we forgive those who trespass against us... 
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“FISHERMEN” . . . In UNITY there is STRENGTH ! 
FISH AND BUY CO-OPERATIVELY 
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PRINCE RUPERT FISHERMEN’S 
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Box 340 Prince Rupert, B.C. 
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= Hy Wave Brand — Fresh, Frozen and Smoked Fish 
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FOR A WHALE OF A 
CATCH .. . REACH 
FOR ENERGY- 
PACKED 





SUNBEAM BREAD 


“Freshness Guaranteed” 


WESTON BAKERIES - PHONE: TR. 4-5281 








Background 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the Six Nations were ready for 
the white man’s form of demo- 
cratic government. It based its 
decision on the report of a one- 
man Royal Commission who stu- 
died the Six Nations setup. 


Power for the change came 
from Section 71 of the Indian 
Act—an amendment added to 
help the government speed up 
the integration of Indians with 
the white population. 

The trouble was that many of 
the Six Nations people, steeped 
in their traditions, did not—and 
do not — want integration. And 
no government likes to have its 
power yanked out from under 
it. 

The running feud started from 
that day. 

To the hereditary chiefs, the 
elected council has been “the 
puppet regime of the federal 
government.” 

To the elected council, the 
hereditary chiefs have been 
“backward old men living in 
the past.” 

But until now the great ma- 
jority of the Six Nations has 
more or less sat back and 
watched through the years. 
The hereditary chiefs fought 

for “their rights” in and out of 
Canada. In the late 1920’s they 
brazenly wrote up their own 
passports and went off to Swit- 
zerland to see the League of 
Nations. It ruled it had no juris- 
diction. 

They petitioned King George 
VI 


As ideas came to mind, the 
chiefs passed the hat to finance 
their junkets. Not stupid by any 
means, but unversed on white 
men’s courts and systems, they 
fell several times for question- 
able plans proposed by white 
“friends” of dubious value. 

When the United Nations 
was set up in 1945, a troop of 
Iroquois in full regalia were 
there in the lobby of the 
Mark Hopkins Hotel in San 





Indian Agent 
Advisers Meet 


A special committee, chosen 
by B.C.’s Indian tribes to ad- 
vise the Indian Department on 
the distribution of a $100,000 
federal grant, will hold its first 
meeting April 8. 

On the committee are: Andy 
Paull, North Vancouver; Guy 
Williams, Steveston, and Frank 
Calder, former MLA for Atlin, 
Bs. 

The three will meet with W. 
S. Arneil, Indian commissioner 
for B.C. The $100,000 grant is 
given yearly by the federal gov- 
ernment to assist the Indians in 
agriculture, education and other 
fields. 








to Bloodless Revolution’ 


Francisco to plead their case. this Legislature,” said Prep: 
The UN felt it had no juris- Frost. “We should cong, 
diction. them as a government whic, 
In 1957 they scored a big vic- equal in status to this Les; 
tory over the -Ontario govern- ture.” . 
ment. The province questioned Joyous in victory, the chie 
the right of hereditary council waited only long ‘enough | 
chiefs to perform marriages on catch their breaths. Then ¢ 
the reserve without a licence. filed a suit to stop the electd 
This in effect made past council from selling a piece | 
marriages illegal and the chil- land. 
dren of those marriages illegi- Simple on the surface t 
timate. In the uproar that fol- —_ case is figured to challenge 
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lowed, including mass publi- legal right of the elected coum 5 
city and moves toward the to govern, even under whi ent = 
Supreme Court, Ontario capi- man’s law, which the heredjt, , 
tulated. chiefs question anyway, Tyme", 
“I want to say they (the Six case will be heard here yg 2” 
Nations) owe no allegiance to month. ” A 
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“OSBORNE” Propeller 


DESIGNED FOR SMOOTH B 
OPERATION 


The design of the OSBORNE propeller 
deflects drift. They are less easily dam- 
aged. Efficient leading edge gives un- 
rivalled smooth operation. The heavier 
section of the hub makes the OSBORNE 
propeller the strongest «made. 
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Which . 
Legj y the B.C. Indians are 
ating for their Abori- 















© Chie Rights, not with toma- 
ough or bows and arrows, but 
NEN thalllihe pen, which is “mightier 
 electdimmye sword” and fighting 
Piece the medium of the Na- 
brotherhood of B.C. and 
ACE, tls, 
enge tM, has never been any 


ont of certification to the 
that B.C. Indians ever 
red their lands, their 
. and yet our Govern- 
yd our Indian Depart- 
zs from time to time is- 
kugar-coated Treaties. 
treaties and Regulations 
reated misunderstanding 
trust Of the white men. 
er not to jeopardize our 
the B.C. Indians never 
parties to any agreement, 
always protested any 
or Agreement and re- 
y refused to be bound by 
Wisions. 

example, we have the 
Kenna-McBride Agree- 
nt of 1912. 

Government of Canada 


“ight for BC Indian 





WEST COAST TRIBES 
PRESENT PROBLEMS 


@ Concern of the West 
Coast Allied Tribes for their 
much-trammeled rights is ex- 
pressed in this article from 
Philip Louie, Vice President 
of the Native Brotherhood of 
B.C., South-West Coast Dis- 
trict. The fight for justice 
must go on. 











and the B.C. Government made 
provisions for adjusting of Re- 
served Lands by means of a 
Royal Commission. The Indians 
of B.C., knowing its provisions, 
never accepted the results of 
this Royal Commission and 
therefore never accepted the 
McKenna-McBride Agreement. 

(2) The $100,000 B.C. SPECIAL 

Grant. 

This is an annual grant to 
B.C. Indians in lieu of annuities 
and treaty money. 

This amount was arrived at on 
a per capita basis: that is, at the 
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BURRARD SHIPYARD 


& ENGINEERING WORKS, LIMITED 


Vancouver, B.C. - 


Three Covered Marine 
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time this grant was passed in 
Parliament in 1926, the Indian 
population of B.C. was 20,000, 
and at $5 a head the amount 
came to $100,000. No provisions 
were made to the increasing In- 
dian population so that the 
same $100,000 grant stands today 
with the present B.C. Indian 
population of 35,000 (approx.). 
No itemized statement is ever 
issued as to how the grant is 
being used so we never know 
where all the money goes. 

Fearing that we would forfeit 
all our Rights, B.C. Indians have 
never Officially accepted this 
$100,000 B.C. Special Grant. 

Today the Native Brotherhood 
of B.C. is reviving this vital 
issue of the fight for our rights 
and for B.C. Land Rights which 
was started in 1927 and which 
created parliamentary debates 
and numerous nation-wide in- 
quiries. 

Many cases of expropriation 
of Indian lands by the white 
men can be cited. Lands of com- 
mercial value were cut off from 
Indian Reserves. Little, worth- 
less, two-by-four corners were 
set aside for the Indians. Valu- 


able timberland, waterfront and’ 


fishing streams were taken over 
by the white men in disregard 
of the poor Indians’ plea of 
country ownership. 

Without the consent of the 
Opitsat Band, a Reserve close 
to the Tofino Airport was taken 
over by the Government during 
the second world war, for war 
purposes. Without the consent 
and knowledge of the Opitsat 
Band, the Reserve in question 
was later sold to a private party. 

The Indian Act clearly for- 


bids such transactions, but 
that is the picture today. 
A transaction which took 


place, recently at Hot Springs 
Cove concerns a trade of a 27- 
acre tract of land belunging to 
the Hesquiat Band for a 15-acre 
tract privately owned at the 
head of Hot Springs Cove. The 
irony of this transaction is 
that this land in question was 
all Indian country before such 
things as reserves were made 
by the McKenna-McBride Agree- 
ment of 1912. Remnants of old 
Indian houses could he seen at 
the place as recently as 10 years 
ago, and yet, with all that proof, 
our Government did not recog- 
nize the Jand as Indian property 





Are You A Shawnee? 
I will appreciate hearing from 
you. Am trying to trace some 
family lines. 
JOHN REESE, 
Davidsville, Penn., U.S.A. 








but proceeded to make its own 
transactions. 

According to the Indian Act: 
“Indian lands are not subject to 
seizure under legal process, and 
any deed, lease, contract, docu- 


ights Goes on 


ment or agreement to permit a 
person other than a member of 
that band to occupy or use a re- 
serve or reside or otherwise ex- 





(Continued on Page 4) 
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(Continued from Page 3) 
ercise any rights on a reserve, 
is void.” 

Since the B.C. Indians have 
never surrendered their lands, 
and since there has never been 
any legal process, therefore any 
transaction between the B.C. In- 
dian tribes and the Federal gov- 
ernment, or any private party, 
is void. 

For the same reason, there 
should be less restrictions for 
the Indians on commercial fish- 
ing and hunting, and on any 
other hereditary occupation. 
The fishing regulations of today 
disregard an Indian whose only 


RIGHTS | 


hope for survival depends on 
the number of salmon he 
catches in an already limited 
season. 

There is no other employment 
for him after the salmon clos- 
ure on October 31 and the al- 
ternative is the indignity of a 
pitiful monthly “Relief” from 
the Indian Department — the 
amount — $18 per family re- 
gardless of size. The restrictions 
on an Indian’s hereditary oc- 
cupation are an infringement 
on his Aboriginal Rights! 

Native Brotherhood, 

Clayoquot Sound, 

West Coast Vancouver Island. 
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Paramount 


is preferred 


Paramount brand is hailed the finest ... it’s fresh from the 
sea to you. Paramount Canned Salmon tastes sweeter, is 
firmer in texture and more nutritious. 


At Nelson Bros. new Paramount plant at Sieveston, 
the most advanced cannery on the West Coast, the fish 
follow a swift and straight line from boat to busse loader, 


The pick of the pack, canned at the peak of freshness, at 
the rate of 1250 cans a minute. 


NELSON BROS, FISHERIES LTD., VANCOUVER, B.C, 


0237-4 





MANITOBA TRAPPERS 
CHOOSE FUR QUEEN 


Miss Jean Cuthand, of La 
Ronge, Sask., 25-year-old Cree 
Indian nurse, was named Fur 
Queen at the 12th annual North- 
ern Manitoba Trappers Festival 
at The Pas. Jean, who is in 
charge of Indian Services at La 
Ronge, represented the Trap- 
pers’ Festival at a sports show 
in Des Moines, lowa, U.S.A. 


La Ronge Nurse 
Festival Queen 


THE PAS. — Saskatchewan’s 
Jean Cuthand, 25-year-old La 
Ronge nurse, was crowned 
queen of northern Manitoba’s 
recent Trappers’ Festival. 

The 25-year-old La Ronge 
nurse carried more than 14,000 
Saskatchewan votes into this 
northern Manitoba _ settlement, 
to lead the field of four con- 
testants for the coveted title. 


Saskatchewan’s Queen entry 
had a busy day taking part in 
square dancing on the streets 
and holding press and radio in- 
terviews for visiting newsmen. 
The pretty Indian choice of Sas- 
katchewan’s northland swept 
into the hearts of all she met, 
with an effect more devastating 
than the number of votes she 
represents. 





J. H. Todd & Sons Ltd. 
Since 1881 


HORSESHOE BRAND 
SALMON 


——— Vancouver, B.C. -—— 
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aries, for example, have- this 
right. 

SHOULD BE ABLE 

TO LEAVE 

Let those who want to—the 
older ones—hang on to the life 
they’re accustomed to. But let 
the younger ones leave the re- 
servation life if they wish, with- 
out handicaps in a competitive 
world. I was shocked to disco- 
ver that none of the young men 
and women I met tonight had 
come even close to completing 
high school. 

But what disheartened me 
most was a remark of Chief Joe 
Logan, Sr. He said: “When we 
ran our own affairs we grew 
corn and wheat. Our farms 
were prosperous. Now our peo- 
ple are. content to live on gov- 
ernment charity.” 

I have seen the same change 
occur in my own tribe. 
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ARMY & NAVY 


DEPARTMENT_STORE 


27 West Hastings Street, 
Vancouver, B.C. 
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PAY CHEQUES CASHE 


We Carry the Largest Stock of Work Clothes 
At Lowest Prices In Canada 


A tremendous variety of workingmen’s clothing at r 
money-saving prices. The most famous name brands 4 
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W. A. THOM 
Sheet Metal Works Lto 
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"BLUENOSE” Top Quality GILL NETS for 1959 


High Tenacity Du Pont Nylon Twine — Available from No. 23 to No. 103 — Double or Single Knot — White or Factory Dyed 


“BLUENOSE” COTTON SEINE NETTING, TWINES AND ROPE — NYLON SEINE AND MIDWATER TRAWL NETTING 


DOMINION TEXTILE CO. LTD. (Netting Division) 


434 MONCTON ROAD 
M 


Outstanding strength 


FOR INFORMATION AND SAMPLES PLEASE CALL OR WRITE: 


STEVESTON, B.C. 


TELEPHONE: BR. 7-717%° 0" V 
Nee, 


ADE IN CANADA BY DOMINION TEXTILE COMPANY LIMITED, DRUMMONDVILLE DIVISION 
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